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Taylor returns to No. 1 ranking from US News

Report ranks
Taylor at top
Ellie Tiemens
Co-Editor in Chief

Following a one-year detour
to second place, Taylor University has regained their ranking as
No. 1 among Midwest colleges,
according to the 2022 U.S World
and News Report.
“All of us at Taylor University
are humbled and grateful for this
validation of our program by U.S.
News & World Report,” said President Michael Lindsay. “This honor not only recognizes the stellar
work of our faculty and students,
who are well-deserving, but also
generations of past faculty and
staff, along with faithful alumni,
whose hard work and passion
have fostered a DNA of excellence
on our campus.”
This year, Taylor’s No. 1 ranking was tied with College of the
Ozarks in Missouri.
This marks the 25th consecutive year Taylor has been ranked
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Taylor University students celebrated the 175th year of the school with a special cookout.

in the top three colleges in the
Midwest region, as well as the
13th time they have ranked first.
Additionally, this is the second
time Taylor has shared the honor

while tying with another college
for first.
“For Taylor to be continually
ranked among our region’s top
three, as we have for the past

quarter century, but also number one for the 13th time, is a tribute to each member of our Taylor
community,” Lindsay said. “We are
most grateful.”

With an impressive 100 out
of 100 possible ranking points
in the “America’s Best Colleges” survey, Taylor beat out
Ohio Northern University,

Cottey College — who last year
forged ahead of Taylor for the
first place spot — and Dordt
University.
The ranked point system is
based on factors such as the abilities of students, retention and
graduation rates for students,
faculty to student ratio and alumni giving.
Taylor also ranked No. 23 in
Best Value Schools, No. 53 in Top
Performers on Social Mobility
and No. 129 in Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs.
College rankings from the Wall
Street Journal, Forbes, Princeton
Review and Washington Monthly also ranked Taylor University
highly.
Senior Becah Schwartz is
proud to be a part of the Taylor community that has ranked
so highly.
“Taylor’s community truly is unmatched to any other
college and I’m glad that they
are being recognized for that,”
Schwartz said.
echo@taylor.edu

Clinic partners with IU

In-person healthcare
now available
Payne Moses

Co-Managing Editor

On Aug. 2, Taylor began a
partnership with Indiana University (IU) Health to provide full-time in-person care
to students.
Student health care had been
previously operated through
Marion General Hospital (MGH),
but Taylor adopted TimelyMD
during the summer of 2020 and
following school year due to
COVID-19 limitations.
The service offered virtual appointments until an agreement
could be made with IU Health,
which have now moved into the
health center building directly
across the street from campus.
Telehealth can still be accessed under special circumstances. Normal consultation,
however, is available at TU
Health Clinic through Taylor’s nurse practitioner Jennifer Bosley.
Jesse Brown, dean of students at Taylor, has supervised
the health clinic and worked in
student development since the
summer of 2017.

Full-time students have access to the Upland Family
Pharmacy and next-door Lucid Labs with payment of the
health center fee, Brown said.
Unless students need treatment
by a specialist or additional lab
work, personal medical insurance is not required.
“I’ve received a couple responses just grateful for faceto-face care,” Brown said.
“There’s a familiarity with virtual medical care, especially in
a COVID reality, but I do think
that there’s some things our students would rather be face-toface with somebody … Being
able to provide that service feels
like a strength of our campus.”
If a Taylor student is unable
to pay for care, Brown said they
can utilize Student Development’s access to the Parent’s
Assistance Fund.
“So, if they get sent for a lab
work and the lab is $65 and they
just don’t have the $65, they can
reach out to (Bev Guffey and I),
and we’ll work with them to get
that covered,” Brown said.
Additionally, Dan Vanderbilt at Upland Family Pharmacy said the pharmacy currently
has Moderna vaccines and is
in the process of getting Pfizer
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Upland Family Pharmacy is open to students.
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vaccinations. Lucid Labs conducts antibody or COVID-19 tests
for Taylor students and now
serves any walk-in customers.
The flu season is also approaching, and flu shots will
be made available soon.
“We start offering shots Oct.
5,” Vanderbilt said. “We’ll offer them in the mornings on
Tuesdays and the afternoons
on Wednesdays.”
Upland resident and sophomore Andrew Bruner has gone
to Upland Family Pharmacy
since he was 3 years old.
He said the staff have always
been professional and able
to help.
Bruner also said he thinks
in-person medical appointments are a great option, especially because of the virtual
reality the pandemic forced
upon the world.
“The ability to go back (to
in-person) might actually have
a lot more positive health benefits, even though COVID is still
a thing,” Bruner said. “Although,
it’s hard to say … I kind of have
guarded optimism.”
The TU Health Clinic may
have changed partnership,
but Brown affirms its intended purpose.
“We recognize that students
are away from parents, understanding their illnesses maybe
the first time away from family,” Brown said. “We want to
provide them someplace that’s
close and accessible to get some
of that attention and get some
answers if they need them.”
To schedule an appointment,
call 765-770-0650 and hit option
4 to speak with Bosley.
Hours of operation are from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday
and are closed on the weekend.
echo@taylor.edu
Follow The Echo on
Instagram, Twitter
& Facebook
@Echo_TaylorU
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Emmanuel Terrell, Tim Hudson and Joseph Ford (‘21) won an award together at Taylor’s Envision Film Festival.

Taylor films win at festivals
Department sweeps
at Crystal Pillars

Since its start, the Taylor University Film and Media Production department has garnered
over 450 recognitions and film
festival acceptances.
These awards include 12 Crystal
Pillar nominations from a regional Emmy organization in the last
two years.
While COVID-19 has limited almost every facet of life in the last
two years, these restrictions haven’t stopped Taylor filmmakers,
directors and producers from doing what they love.
The film department has received 44 awards and film festival acceptances since June, with
some of the top projects receiving

recognition in multiple different categories.
Three of the submissions, “Wild
Winds: Spirit of the Bison,” “MTXE:
Mental Toughness Xtra Effort”
and “Nora,” were especially fruitful, winning primary recognition
across several categories. “Wild
Winds: Spirit of the Bison” was the
winning entry in the non-fiction
and short form category.
The 10-minute documentary
tells the story of a dedicated preservationist’s call to educate people
on the history of bison in North
America, and their importance for
the future.
This short film was directed by
senior Sawyer Pasma, produced
by junior Evan Wardell and Kim
Ferrell and edited by senior Jack
Kersey.
“The student team thought it
was unique and unexpected to
find a thriving buffalo ranch in

Birrama shares
creative vision

Taking a look at
‘In the Heights’

Rachel Carr
Staff Writer

Behind the rebrand of TSO’s
design & marketing team
Page 3

Anthony Ramos stars in hidden
gem musical
Page 7

Indiana and decided to explore
how that came to be,” Kathy Bruner, associate professor of film and
media production, said.
Not only is a thriving buffalo
ranch a rarity in the Midwest, but
the man behind it all is unique as
well.
John Trippy, owner of Wild
Winds Buffalo Preserve, set out
to pursue his dream of preserving
bison, and in turn, North American history.
The preserve is now home to
over 250 of these massive animals,
with over 400 acres to roam freely.
“Wild Winds: Spirit of the Bison” won an award for television
videography from the Indiana
Society of Professional Journalists and gained entry into multiple film festivals including the
upcoming Wildlife Conservation
Film Festival in New York City.

FILMS continues on Page 2

Women’s soccer
continues to win
Lady Trojans extend their undefeated
record to 5-0
Page 8
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Study abroad programs adapt to COVID-19

Opportunities begin
to open up again
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

Exploring the unknown, with
caution.
This is the issue Taylor has
faced going into the second full
school year of the COVID-19 pandemic. Study abroad trips are
starting to commence again,
but they are commencing with
safety.
“I think the approach that
we’re doing at Taylor is similar
to a lot of approaches around the
country now,” Charlie Brainer,
dean of international programs,
said. “Saying ‘Okay, now the pandemic’s been here for a year, and
we’re seeing it’s not just going
away. So, now what do you do?
Because we still need some opportunities for students.’”
Currently, there are 14 students in Spain and Ecuador. Additionally, some domestic trips
are taking place.
So far, things have run
smoothly with those programs,
and Brainer’s biggest focus is
J-Term trips.
At the beginning of the summer, 11 international trips were
being considered for J-term. Now
with the Delta variant and other
changes, the number has already
decreased.
Prior to the pandemic, Taylor would not send students to
countries who had a level three
or a four advisory. Now, almost
every country in the world is at
that level.
“The easiest thing would be
to categorically say, ‘Don’t go,
just wait till it’s safer,’ but I don’t
think that’s the best thing,”

Photograph provided by Ellie Tiemens

The students studying abroad in Ireland in Spring of 2020 were one of
the last groups to do so without COVID-19 restrictions.

Brainer said. “The right thing is
how do we carefully, with wisdom, learn how to go forward,
because it’s just reflective of the
world in general and what’s happening. We have a world with a
lot of challenges and pitfalls. But
if we’re going to be true to our
mission as believers … we have
to learn how to deal with that.
Instead, we look at each context,
each situation and make an evaluation about that.”
Brainer notes that with COVID,
things can change at a moment’s
notice because of vaccines, risk
level and variants.
J-term trips have an additional logistical risk and price, due to
the required two-week quarantine period that most countries
require. Many trips have already
been switched to taking place inside the U.S.

In the next few weeks, Brainer anticipates receiving information from the CDC, State
Department and Taylor’s international partners in order to give
informed recommendations to
senior leadership at Taylor.
For now though, having the
COVID-19 vaccine is required to
go on any international trip affiliated with Taylor.
“The world is only heading in
one direction with the vaccine …
From my position, I want to increase the opportunity to access
(study abroad),” Brainer said.
“So, I understand I appreciate
people’s own personal things,
but when I look at the world, I
see it going in one direction. It’s
a hard one because I know people have strong feelings about it
but this is the world, and (these
countries) can decide borders

and how they determine things,
and they’re going to be cautious
for a while.”
This is not Taylor’s first semester sending students abroad,
however. In Spring of 2021, a few
students successfully spent a semester in the Ecuador program,
while a few others traveled to
Thailand.
“We talked to every partner
down there,” Brainer said. “(Everyone) we are involved with, including host families, and said,
‘We would like to come. Are you
comfortable with this?’ If we had
been given any no’s or strong
negatives, we wouldn’t have done
the program.”
Fortunately, Brainer said
everyone including the host
families gave enthusiastic approval. With that in mind, Taylor prepared their students for a

successful semester.
In order to enter the country,
the students needed a negative
test to leave the U.S.
When they got to Ecuador,
they quarantined for two weeks
in a bed and breakfast and started their Spanish classes online.
At the end of the two weeks,
they received another negative
PCR test for themselves and their
host families.
Josiah Gritter, former student
and a participant at the time,
recognized that while freedoms
may have been limited, his group
became very close due to the
quarantine period.
“It was a very unique experience that not many people will
be able to relate to,” Gritter said.
“The restrictions limited what
we could do unlike a normal semester would have done, which
was a bummer, but the leaders
of our trip worked hard to make
it as normal as possible and we
were still able to explore the area
and learn a lot which I am thankful for.”
Gritter still feels that despite
the regulations, the experiences
they were able to have were still
life changing and encouraged
everyone to take the chance to
study abroad, COVID or not.
Unlike previous students,
there was no public transportation allowed, and some of their
opportunities were limited on
the ground.
“We told the students before
they went that traveling during
the pandemic is a special opportunity and privilege,” said Brainer. “Part of what we do is we try
to protect the communities we’re
going to, we want to respect that
we want to be good guests.”
Brainer said that the students

went above and beyond with
these expectations, and he was
proud of them for their dedication to safety.
Brainer also said he sees some
of the trip as the Lord’s provisions, and encourages students
to consider how restrictions they
may have faced in the last year
actually led to positives.
He observed that the students
seemed to bond even closer with
each other and their host families than usual at the end of the
semester. This was the case for
Gritter, who has remained close
with his host brother.
“I feel like I got pretty close
with him and we still talk on a
regular basis which is nice,” Gritter said.”In fact, I’ve already talked to him a little bit today.”
The success of last year’s Ecuador trip was encouraging to
Brainer, and he and Taylor have
worked to make provisions for
students.
Each semester, students who
look to study abroad are able
to register for an additional set
of classes at Taylor in the event
something falls through at the
last minute, which is always a
risk despite the success so far.
Brainer encouraged students
to go on a semester trip as opposed to a J-term trip if they
can, due to the built-in buffer of time, but warns them of
the risks.
“We’re just happy and delighted that we could start again,”
said Brainer. “I have the safety and security on my mind of
the students, but I also realized that students have a limited Global Engagement lifecycle.
And we’ve lost one, if not two of
those cycles.”
echo@taylor.edu

New Taylor officer hired
Wilson joins police
department

Photograph by Jude Tepper

The new sidewalk joins Zondervan Library directly with the student center.

Students enjoy new pathway

Sidewalk comes with
summer projects
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

For years, Taylor students
have created a mud trail between Zondervan Library and
the student center.
This summer, the pathway
f inally became part of the
paved sidewalk system that
all returning Taylor students
can see as they wander from
the library to chapel.
Campus tries to get various
projects done each summer,
and when they are look ing
at sidewalks, safet y is the
top priority.
“If we’re missing any of the

(Americans with Disabilities
Act) ramps or anything like
that we try to identify those
areas,” said Director of Facilities Services, Gregg Holloway. “Any trip hazards we
would certainly want to address, any major cracking or
other issues that might be of
concern from a safety standpoint would always be our
first consideration.”
Additionally, facilities services seeks to communicate
with various parties to see
what campus wants and needs
are.
Senior leadership looks at
these lists of projects and receives input from the student
senate and the entire campus.
Hol low ay sa id t hat t he

university has been aware of
the self-made pathway for a
few years, but because it was
mostly a convenience problem
it was not a big enough priority to fit in the budget, until
this summer.
Sophomores Jayden Wilhelm
and Catie Robbins had nothing but positive reviews of the
new sidewalk.
Wilhelm said that it has
changed where he skateboards,
making the route much more
direct, but it has not changed
where he walks at all.
“I was not expecting it,” said
Robbins. “I think it was great
that it was placed here because the students kept killing the grass.”
echo@taylor.edu

at Taylor, Wilson worked with
Walden Security at the Federal
Courthouse in Fort Wayne for 16
months.
Peter Crowe
His fast-paced work ethic
Staff Writer
and relational abilities led to
Officer Kent Wilson is the lat- his hiring.
est addition to the Taylor University Police Department.
Over the summer, Taylor campus police was tasked with finding a new full-time police officer
after an officer left an open position. After hearing the testimony
and experience level of Wilson,
Chief of Police Jeff Wallace said
he was compelled to hire him.
Wilson is originally from Fort
Wayne, Indiana, and has been
Photograph provided by Kent Wilson
working as a detective for the
Officer Kent Wilson was recently
past 15 years for the Marion Po- hired by Taylor’s Police Department.
lice Department. He is 49 years
old.
At Taylor, his duties consist
According to his online re- of unlocking and locking buildsume, Wilson was assigned to ings, traffic enforcement and pathe property crime division and trolling campus.
worked on cases ranging from
“The biggest deterrent against
theft, fraud and forgeries to crime is a police presence which
white and blue collar crimes.
is a huge part of what he does,”
Prior to taking the position Wallace said.
FILMS continued from Page 1

It was also one of the eight Taylor winners of the Crystal Pillar
Student Production Award from
the regional Emmy organization.
“Students worked in teams for
the whole semester … it’s a remarkable work effort, but that’s
what filmmaking requires,” Bruner said.
Tim Hudson (‘21) shared the
craft category win in photography for directing “MTXE: Mental
Toughness Xtra Effort.”
This documentary features two
outstanding high school wrestlers
from Indianapolis, and their journey in overcoming the obstacles
of the past few years. This film
tied for the win in the sports story category.
Nora is a 5-minute short, directed by Jake Vriezelaar (‘20) who
won top honors in the craft category, as well as sharing the craft

category win for photography.
“Nora” was produced while Vriezelaar was home in quarantine,
which was truly fitting for a film
about the effects of COVID-19 on
seniors who were set to graduate
at the end of May 2020.
“In some ways, those lasts are
rites of passage, and missing out
on them while also missing each
other was devastating,” John Bruner, the associate professor of film
and media production, commented on Nora. “Jake managed, with
his beautifully crafted approach
and a wonderful performance
from his lead actress, to express
the sorrow that so many were
feeling.”
“It’s so encouraging to hear
someone connecting to a story
that means so much to me,” Vriezelaar said.
He expressed great pride in
his film, showing an immense

While the experience level of
an officer is important in the
hiring process, each candidate
is also asked a series of faith
based questions, including their
personal faith journeys and current faith commitments.
Candidates for the Taylor
University Police Department
also must be Indiana Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) certificated, current and updated.
“He has the right mindset and
heart to come in here,” Wallace
said. “We talked many times
during the hiring process about
my expectations for students to
get to know him and not just the
badge. He feels that God called
him here. He isn’t here just for
a job, but he believes it is where
God called him to be.”
Taylor University currently employs 11 police officers.
Four of these officers hold fulltime positions with up to 40
hours per week. Wilson works
a 4 p.m. to midnight shift
Sundays-Thursdays.
echo@taylor.edu
amount of investment in the
project.
John Bruner said that Vriezelaar was able to take a very
universal experience and explore
the pain and growth that were
produced by such a tumultuous
time. “Nora reflects those feelings, but also serves as a reminder that those feelings are okay.
Necessary. Important. Even universal. It’s beautiful storytelling.”
Moving forward, Kathy Bruner
said she hopes the program continues to grow and develop excellent filmmakers.
“(The) faculty in the program
all have students producing
award-winning work,” Bruner
said. “As a team, we set high standards for both storytelling and
technical skill, and our program
has a culture of creative collaboration that leads to strong work.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Birrama Creative shares artistic vision
Behind the rebrand of
Taylor's marketing team
Emma Holley
Staff Writer

An artist is hard at work in
her studio, sketching her latest creation.
Another sits by the window
of a sunny coffee shop, typing
away at his computer. EDM music builds in the background as
other artists take pictures and
draw on their tablets.
With its minimalist font and
use of dramatic lighting, these
scenes wouldn’t be out of place
in an Apple commercial.
At least, that’s what senior Jack Kersey wants you
to believe.
This is a commercial for Birrama Creative, a student group
devoted to marketing, branding and advertising events on
and off-campus. Launched as
a rebrand of the Taylor Student Organization’s design and
marketing team (DMT), Kersey
said the group’s goal is to build
excitement for their clients’
events.
“Let’s say if Airband happens
but then all the advertising
surrounding Airband is little to
none, (or) it doesn’t exist, or it’s
just awful,” he said. “People are
still going to go and it’s still going to be a good time, but the
hype and the buildup to (Airband) and the overall atmosphere is going to be depleted.
Whereas if it’s something really professional and really, really high class, people are going
to see that and say, ‘Whoa, that
looks sick for Airband.’”
Kersey is a film major who
creates video content for Birrama. He has been with the team
for two years, making videos
like the rebrand commercial.
But Birrama isn’t limited
to videos. They are responsible for many of the posters
found on campus, advertising
events such as intramurals and

Fabrica, a student-run fashion
show. Their work can be found
on the walls of the Student Center, on social media and even on
T-shirts.
Birrama was the vision of former president Liam Brettenny
(’21), who saw a need to give the
DMT a new identity.
“No one knew who we were
… (the DMT) was like a weird
thing in the background that
produced great work, but no
one knew where it was coming
from,” Brettenny said.
He reimagined the DMT as a
place where art students could
gather to make high-quality
work and be taken seriously
for it.
Brettenny said that the name
“Birrama” is really a combination of two words – “birr”, a
word with Old English roots
meaning “a force, energy or vigor,” and “rama,” split from the
word “panorama,” which means
“spectacular display.”
Smashing these two words
together gives us “Birrama”,
which means, “The power of
seeing things that others do
not to create something visually spectacular,” Brettenny said.
Kersey said the biggest
change to the team under
the rebrand was an expanded
clientele.
“Before (the rebrand), all of
our work was restricted just
to Taylor, for other cabinets
and the TSO and all the events
that happen on campus,” said
Kersey. “Now we can do different work for clients outside of
TSO, whether that’s for departments here at Taylor or clients
outside of Taylor.”
To announce the rebrand,
Brettenny worked with Kersey
on the Apple-style commercial. The duo began filming the
2 minute, 33 second ad at the
end of January in time for Airband in March.
Kersey finished editing
the video an hour before the
show started.
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Birrama Creative advertises events on and off campus, such as Fabrica.

He said the promo was his favorite project despite the time
crunch. While the video advertises Birrama’s services, it also
features some recognizable Taylor locations, such as a cameo
from the Modelle Metcalf Visual
Arts Center.
Kersey, who is used to working solo on film projects, also
enjoys the support of fellow creative team members.
“Just being able to be with
other creatives in the group …
it’s nice that you have someone who can relate to you on
the same level,” he said.
Of the many jobs on Birrama’s team, graphic design may
be one of the most prominent.
Senior Avery Anderson is one
of these designers, creating

unique fonts and color schemes
for projects like the “Meet the
Prez” posters.
While most kids want to be
doctors or firefighters when
they grow up, as a child, Anderson wanted to be a graphic designer.
“My mom was a counselor at
my elementary school, so she
talked to me about career possibilities back when I was younger, and she told me about being
a graphic designer,” Anderson
said. “I had no idea what that
was, but I thought, ‘I like computers, and I like art, so maybe
this is something I would want
to do when I grow up.’”
She was hired on the Birrama team to work on Collide,
a magazine published by the

Kaelynn Shultz
Jude Tepper
Kennedy Underwood
Patrick Marsh
Nicole Ancil

Designers

Integration of Faith and Culture
(IFC). The group’s president, junior Audrey Masters, knew Anderson from their work together
on The Echo and recognized
her skills of layout and design.
Anderson encouraged underclassmen graphic designers to
take all the opportunities they
can get, including designing
wing gear and working for The
Echo.
“I know it’s scary to be an underclassman and feel like there’s
so many other designers out
there who can do a better job
than you, but really, that may
be you one day,” Anderson said.
Whatever Birrama does next,
one thing is for sure: it will be a
spectacular visual display.
echo@taylor.edu
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Professor promotes learning of language, culture
Pacheco-Gonzalez's
teaching inspiration
Marissa Muljat
Features Co-Editor

Language learning is so
much more than just a class.
It encompasses learning
about a culture different from
one’s own. It allows learners to
engage and communicate with
others who may seem different
from themselves or who live
thousands of miles away.
Assistant Professor of Spanish, Angela Pacheco-Gonzalez,
teaches and witnesses language learning on a daily basis.
With a Columbian father and
Spanish mother, Pacheco-Gonzalez grew up immersed in two
different Hispanic cultures.
The majority of her childhood
was spent in Columbia while
her high school and college
years were spent in Spain.
“Usually the Hispanic world
is separated between Spain
and Latin America,” Pacheco-Gonzalez said. “I’m very
aware of both sides.”
This awareness has contributed to the quality of her
teaching in that she knows
and understands the individual cultures of both Spain and
Columbia and what life looks
like in those countries.
Pacheco-Gonzalez puts a lot
of thought and effort into helping her students understand
the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries in addition to the
language.
She often wishes that her
students could travel more to
the countries they are learning about to fully embrace

Photograph by Kennedy Underwood

Angela Pacheco-Gonzalez is the assistant professor of Spanish at Taylor.

their unique cultures. Since
this is oftentimes not possible, Pacheco-Gonzalez must
get creative.
Whether that is through having her students attend a mass
service to aid understanding of
Catholicism, watch documentaries about various cultures or
read stories based on her own
experiences, Pacheco-Gonzalez is always finding new ways
to engage her students.
“I love spending time with
my students and getting to
know them,” Pacheco-Gonzalez said. “I find it very rewarding to see my students improve
their language skills. It’s almost like a magical thing to see

somebody not speak anything
about a language and then all
of a sudden, they can kind of
have a conversation.”
The benefits of language
learning are numerous. She
explained how learning a language forces one to use aspects
of their brain that they don’t
normally use.
Pacheco-Gonzalez added that not only is it good for
your brain and mental health,
but language learning is fun
and can allow people to have
a sort of “secret code” with one
another.
She finds that language
learning is a gift from God
and can be used to advance

his kingdom. It connects people together, helps establish
lifelong relationships and aids
in the understanding of a culture different from one’s own.
“If you speak a language, you
really get to understand the
people, understand their sense
of humor and the way they say
things,” Pacheco-Gonzalez
said. “It gives us that awareness that we have brothers and
sisters everywhere.”
Prior to working at Taylor,
Pacheco-Gonzalez worked at
Purdue University. She settled
in Indiana after deciding she
wanted to move out of Spain
and applied to several programs and internships, hoping

to get accepted into one.
The Spanish government
had an embassy in Indianapolis at which Pacheco-Gonzalez ended up receiving an
internship. This allowed her to
make the big move from Spain
to Indianapolis.
She viewed this opportunity
as God-given and felt extremely grateful.
“It wasn’t hard to adapt in
any way,” Pacheco-Gonzalez said.
She believes this ease in
adapting to a new environment was due to her moving
from Columbia to Spain. When
her family moved to Spain, Pacheco-Gonzalez had to adapt

and navigate many new things.
Consequently, adapting came
naturally by the time she arrived in Indiana.
During both of her moves,
she noticed that there are
so many similarities between people, despite their
different cultures, lifestyles
and backgrounds.
“I feel like a lot of times, we
are trying to figure out people, but people are people
everywhere,” Pacheco-Gonzalez said.
She noticed this same thing
when she arrived in Upland
in 2018.
Pacheco-Gonzalez came to
Taylor excited about the opportunity to intertwine faith
and learning. Before applying
to the position, she put a lot
of thought and prayer into her
decision, asking God if it was
his will for her life.
Today, she is so grateful to
be at a place like Taylor and is
inspired and motivated by the
everyday growth and cultivation experienced within the
Spanish program.
“We may be a little bit of a
small department, but there’s
an immense impact in it,” Pacheco-Gonzalez said.
Pacheco-Gonzalez strives
to do her very best for her students each day.
Her students are her number
one priority; she hopes to promote a love for language learning and do her best to help
students become bilingual.
“Hopefully they have a good
memory of me, besides struggling with conjugation,” Pacheco-Gonzalez said.
echo@taylor.edu
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Meet the Editors: Kay Rideout and Leah Ryg
Sharing what it’s like
to work for The Echo
Eleanor Cooper
Staff Writer

Photograph by Holly Gaskill

What’s the appeal of writing for
Life and Times?
For Life and Times co-editors
sophomore Kay Rideout and senior Leah Ryg, the appeal is simple: a passion for telling people’s
stories.
It was Ryg’s freshman year
when she was first approached by
a friend of a friend to be a guest
writer for The Echo.
“I wrote that story, and then I
went and observed her doing her
editing on Thursday night at production,” Ryg said.
Intrigued, she applied to be an
editor for The Echo the next year.
Ryg turned out to have a natural
talent for editing and has been a
Life and Times editor ever since.
Rideout had a more traditional
entrance to section editing. As a
freshman journalism major, she
was a shoo-in for The Echo. Just

because her role on The Echo
paired well with her major, it did
not mean she wasn’t looking forward to it.
“It sounded like a good experience to come out of college with,”
Rideout said. “I was put into
Leah and former co-editor Sarah Wordhouse’s Life and Times
section, and I haven’t left!”
Though she did not originally apply to be a section editor,
Rideout jumped at the opportunity when co-editor-in-chief Holly Gaskill asked her to step into
the role. Rideout said that she’d
been pondering an editing position, but hadn’t seen any openings. Gaskill’s question allowed
everything to fall into place.
Regardless of their journalistic genesises, both women believe that everyone has a story to
tell. While Rideout finds herself
exploring hot topics and interviewing people to put a familiar
face to big ideas, Ryg enjoys writing devotionals and interviewing
people to tell even the simplest
of stories. The pair wants to get

more of campus involved with
their section, because they believe that everyone has an important story.
So what can you expect from
the Life and Times section of The
Echo? Ryg outlined a few goals,
including wanting to make the
section more visually aesthetic,
increase interaction with readers
and expand the readership of Life
and Times.
Readers can also look forward
to more community highlights.
“We want to include more of
campus and get more people excited about reading the newspaper or being featured in the
newspaper, because it’s fun to
see yourself or see your friends
featured,” Rideout said.
Now that you know a bit about
these editors, Ryg and Rideout
want to know: from the simplest
testimony to getting caught in a
tornado, what’s your story?
To share your story with The
Echo, contact kay_rideout@taylor.edu or leah_ryg@taylor.edu!
echo@taylor.edu

Ryg and Rideout look forward to working together as co-editors for the Life and Times section.

Clubs and organizations allow students to express passions
Getting involved on
campus through clubs
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

At the heart of Taylor University is intentional community. Yes, this phrase is thrown
around like popcorn, but it
is where clubs and organizations thrive.
Friendships naturally form
and grow on wings and floors,
but clubs provide a way to
meet new people and spark
a passion.
For those who feel led to be
the hands and feet of Jesus,
the Taylor World Organization (TWO) has ample opportunities to get involved locally
and internationally.
The TWO director, Kiplangat Cheruiyot Bii, is going into
his fourth year as director, and
through that time has seen
both students and ministry
partners flourish.
“A lot of students walk away
from their experience having shifted from that idea of
‘myself ’ to more like we have
accomplished something,”
Bii said.
Some of the events TWO organizes include Lighthouse

trips during J-Term and campus-wide events such as Empty Bowls, a fundraiser that
partners with the art department to raise money for the
Shepherd Community Center
in Indianapolis.
During this school year, TWO
hopes to invite others to walk
by faith and not by sight. This
theme has been prayed over,
and is accompanied by the
idea of serving God through
the quality of work TWO is able
to do.
Even after students graduate,
many maintain their relationship with the ministries they
volunteer with and continue
as either interns or employees.
“We emphasize intentional training,” Bii said. “We don’t
just show up to different places and do things, we want people to be prepared to know
what they are getting into, and
also the people they are going
to serve.”
One of TWO’s strongest desires is to emphasize transformational ser v i c e over
transactional service, since a
transformational model allows
students to build relationships
with the people they serve.
As students love on others and serve a world in need,

Christ’s glory shines throughout the community and within TWO.
While TWO uses their hands
and feet to bring the community together, Rice Pilaf is an
improv group that uses their
voice to uplift the student body
through humor.
Sophomore Trent Repass has
enjoyed participating in improv since high school. When
he heard about Rice Pilaf on a
visit to Taylor, he talked to one
of the members and decided
to audition.
As opposed to theat or another extracurricular activity,
Rice Pilaf ’s rehearsals are not
structured, which makes it a
comfortable environment.
“My first show was super surprising because I knew about
Rice Pilaf, but I didn’t realize
how much of a big campus deal
it was,” Repass said.
Attending Rice Pilaf shows
is a staple at Taylor and a way
many students bond with their
wing and floor.
“It’s one of those things that
extends Taylor’s community,”
Repass said. “If you really have
a heart and a knack for improv
and making people laugh, if
that’s something that you do
and you enjoy and want to do in
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Another way to get involved is by performing in Airband.

a more structured performance
environment, I think Rice Pilaf
is a great club for that.”
Everyone can enjoy a good
laugh, but Ethics Bowl provides
students a fantastic opportunity to learn about ethical situations and how to think about
them in a practical way.
Senior and team captain Elizabeth Hammond first joined
the Ethics Bowl freshman
year, wanting to take the opportunity to learn about ethical

More than manna
Our need for the
Bread of Life
Leah Ryg

L&T Co-Editor
Picture yourself hangry. You
miss a meal or two, a switch is
flipped and somehow an empty stomach manages to transform you into the worst version
of yourself.
“Hangry” is a slang term used
when someone is angry because
they are hungry. Just one hangry
person can be a lot to handle,
but imagine leading a whole nation that is complaining.
This was the reality for Moses
as he led the Israelites through
the wilderness. However, the
Lord didn’t let them starve. God
always gives his people what
they need, when they need it.
“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Behold, I am about to rain
bread from heaven for you, and
the people shall go out and
gather a day’s portion every day,
that I may test them, whether
they will walk in my law or not’”
(Exodus 16:4).
The Lord heard his people’s
grumbling and promised to

provide what they lacked. The
reason for this was so that they
would know he is the Lord and
learn to depend on him alone.
Exodus 16:21 says, “Morning
by morning they gathered it,
each as much as he could eat;
but when the sun grew hot,
it melted.”
God gave enough strength for
only one day.
God had determined what
was the right amount for each
individual’s need (Exodus 16:18).
Some weren’t satisfied with
this daily provision and became greedy. When they tried
to stash away the manna for
the next day, it became like that
splotchy, green bread molding
in the back of your refrigerator.
God wanted the Israelites
to rely on him alone for daily
strength. The Lord knows us
personally and understands our
individual struggles and temptations. Like the Israelites, He
wants us to rely on him for daily strength.
I sometimes wonder if God’s
provision is really enough.
Choosing a major seems impossible without knowing the
big picture of life after college.

Photograph provided by Unsplash

In Exodus, God uses manna to work in the hearts of his people.

God hasn’t shown me what the
future looks like. But, he has given me “manna” — just enough
strength and guidance to make
the decisions for today. I don’t
actually need to know the whole
story of my future because I
trust the One writing it. Like
the writer of the classic hymn,
“Great is Thy Faithfulness,” says,
I have “strength for today and
bright hope for tomorrow.”
When we think of the future,
it’s easy to worry about what
we’ll eat and wear, but our heavenly Father knows our needs

(Matt. 6:31-32). In light of this,
Jesus instructs us: “Therefore do
not be anxious about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will be anxious for
itself. Sufficient for the day is its
own trouble (Matthew 6:34).”
How can we avoid worrying
about tomorrow? We can pray.
Jesus taught his disciples to pray
using these words: “Give us this
day our daily bread” (Matthew
6:11). When we ask God for “daily bread,” it means more than
yeast and flour. “Daily bread”
could be God-given strength to
not retaliate at a coworker or

situations and debate certain
issues. Ethics bowl competes
once a semester, and individuals are given nine cases in the
fall and between 15-17 in the
spring to prepare.
Once it is time for a match,
there are only five people per
team in a room alongside both
a judge and moderator. A question will be asked, and each
team will present their own
case on the topic.
“We think it’s very important

to examine what you believe
and respectfully examine what
other people believe as well,
even if they disagree with you.”
Hammond said.
Joining a club is a sure way
to expand and create a memorable college experience. While
these are just a few clubs and
organizations mentioned, there
are many more ways to be involved at Taylor that align with
other passions.
echo@taylor.edu

coach. It might mean strength
to forgive the friend who constantly disappoints you or to
love those who have wronged
you most.
God’s faithful provision of today’s “manna” builds our trust
that he will also provide the
strength we’ll need tomorrow.
In Matthew 4:4, Jesus tells us
the true source of this strength:
“Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.”
Corrie Ten Boom is an example of one who courageously
relied on God’s Word for daily
strength. During World War II,
Corrie and her family hid many
Jews in a secret room in their
home, which led to the family’s
imprisonment in a Nazi concentration camp. Corrie and her
sister valued Scripture so much
that they risked their lives by
sneaking a Bible into the camp.
In God’s word, they found
strength to endure each day.
Ten Boom said, “Worrying is
carrying tomorrow’s load with
today’s strength — carrying two
days at once. It is moving into
tomorrow ahead of time. Worrying doesn’t empty tomorrow
of its sorrow; it empties today
of its strength.”
Worry reveals the weakness

of our sinful human nature and
the painful weight of this broken world. We want more than
“manna.” We long to be forever satisfied.
Jesus told his followers: “The
bread of God is he who comes
down from heaven and gives life
to the world … I am the bread
of life; whoever comes to me
shall not hunger, and whoever
believes me in me shall never
thirst” ( John 6:33).
When God provided manna
for the people of Israel, he was
feeding their temporary, physical needs as a picture of what
he can do to meet our eternal
spiritual needs. The hunger of
our hearts can’t be filled with
bread. This is why we need a
Savior. Jesus came down from
heaven to save us from our sin
so that he might be our hope for
eternal life.
Jesus is the “bread of life,”
and lasting fullness comes only
through him. So let’s stop trusting ourselves. Instead, let’s keep
praying for “daily bread” — for
our strength to come from God
alone. He is enough manna for
today. Praise God for giving us
a Savior who rescues us from all
our grumbling! In Christ, our
souls can be forever full.
echo@taylor.edu
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Crosswords
Across

1 Fried __, popular Chinese food order
5 Coffee that probably
won’t keep you up
10 Engrossed
14 Tehran’s land
15 Norwegian king,
995-1000
16 Other, in Oaxaca
17 One of two rectangles
next to home plate
19 New Mexico art
community
20 Move like Miley
21 Butcher’s cut
23 CD predecessors
24 Absorb the lesson
25 Cartoon flapper
27 Sick
28 Corn serving
30 Dogie catcher
31 Youngster
33 Boxing match venue
36 First stage, as of an
illness
37 Last step, however
difficult
40 Tut-tutted
43 ER doc’s “Now!”
44 Glasses, in adspeak
48 Arcade pioneer
49 “Casablanca” pianist
51 NYC’s Madison or Fifth
52 “Cheers!”

56 Fall flower
58 Divided Asian country :
Abbr.
59 Not worth debating
60 Prefix with face or
faith
61 Falco of “The Sopranos”
63 Called from the rear?
66 Egg foo __
67 River to the Rhone
68 “Casablanca” heroine
69 Fix, vet-style
70 Calif. NFLer
71 “Phooey!”

Down

1 Tease
2 With extreme anger
3 Fashion runway
4 “Come in!”
5 Nerdy type
6 Raised city trains
7 Computer cord
8 In progress, as Sherlock’s “game”
9 Handy “Mr.”
10 “Hogwash!”
11 With “for,” unable to
think of, as words
12 Say, “Will you marry me?”
13 Drunkard
18 Sea eagle

22 Hosiery material
24 Illuminated
25 Telly watchers
26 Styx and Stones
29 Paintings on a wall,
for instance
32 Film critic Roger
34 Ping-Pong table
divider
35 Comprehend
38 “Eat crow” or
“talk turkey”
39 Expected-in hr.
40 Indent producers, on
a PC
41 Got to one’s feet
42 Catastrophic New Orleans hurricane
45 Kneecap
46 World’s highest
mountain
47 Child of a boomer
50 Pedi partner
53 Shell competitor
54 “Stars and Stripes
Forever” composer
55 Give voice to
57 Word with case or way
60 Footnote word
62 IOC country code between ECU and ERI
64 __-la-la
65 Prosecutors, for short

Across

1 Sarah __, first woman
governor of Alaska
6 Academic acronym
10 Chem class rooms
14 Therapy prefix
15 Cardamom-infused tea
16 Tierra en el mar
17 Blue Ribbon beer
18 Heavenly bear
19 Small bottle
20 2002 Hugh Grant film
based on a Nick Hornby
novel
22 Ogre, for one
23 Post-injury regimen
24 Delicate
25 Strong, as a storm
28 Reunion attendee
29 Signal from the wings
30 Gobbledygook
36 Symbol on several PC
keys
39 Long-handled tool
40 Puccini specialty
41 Three-time All-Star
outfielder whose son was
a seven-time N.L. MVP
44 Title for Richard
Starkey
45 RPM indicator
46 Drum kit cymbals
49 Put under
52 Shrek’s love
54 Blond hair, e.g.

Sudoku

55 Birds with short finchlike bills ... or, what the
sets of circled letters literally are?
59 Come by honestly
60 First name in desserts
61 Bull-riding venue
62 “__ sow ... “
63 A bit open
64 Wastes time
65 Canasta combination
66 Foots the bill
67 Parcels (out)

Down

1 Fairy tale bear
2 Part of UAE
3 ESPN basketball analyst
Rebecca
4 “There’s no doubt!”
5 Talk aimlessly
6 Diving acronym
7 Pulsate
8 “Settle down!”
9 Soccer great Hamm
10 Have a ball
11 Lao or Thai
12 __ from the past: nostalgic event
13 Like pretzels
21 “May I speak?”
22 Bluegrass band staple
24 Hall & Oates, e.g.
25 Nature’s bandage

26 Costa del Sol coin
27 Trick or treat
28 Under the covers
31 “This isn’t good”
32 Part of “MNF,” an
in-season wkly. sports
broadcast
33 Spanish for “table”
34 One with a tyre in his
boot, perhaps
35 Scull crew
37 Managed to get
38 Tombstone first name
42 Letters in early dates
43 Chase away
47 Like mosaic tiles
48 Salon creation
49 Teakettle output
50 Backspace over
51 Hannah of “Splash”
52 New venture
53 Structural beams
55 Gulf of California
peninsula
56 1994 Jodie Foster title role
57 “Trick” joint
58 Disrespectful talk
60 Botanical fluid

OPINIONS
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”—The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution
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Our View

Stop the fall frenzy
Late night chats in English
Hall suites talking about the
boy from Penthouse and sunset “DTRs” between Wengatz
and Olson become the regular sights and sounds of fall.
And as the leaves change, so
do the relationship statuses
of students on campus.
There’s no fault in partaking in these time-honored Taylor traditions, but
the motivations and anxiety
that can be mixed in create
drama and heartache every
year. The frenzy isn’t just fun
butterflies; it also involves
expectations, miscommunication and frustration. And
that takes its toll, especially during the transition into
college.
In the worst of circumstances, once rock-solid
friend groups find their dynamics changing, tension
arises between brother and
sister floor relationships or
that boy nicknamed “Voldemort” enters the common
dialogue. Times that are supposed to be the easiest, most
fun part of college become
marred by mistakes.
On the Echo Editorial
Board, there’s a mix of experiences with freshman frenzy.
Some dedicated whole portions of their freshman year
to a failed relationship and
some enjoyed the new dating pool (and even had some
success), while others avoided it at all costs.
And, genuinely, we don’t see
a reason to condemn freshman frenzy. Too often Taylor
— and American Christian
culture as a whole — see dating as a frivolous means to
an end. If you know what
you want out of marriage, you
should only ever go on a date
if you could see yourself marrying them, right?
Well, no. That’s far too
one-dimensional and simple.
People aren’t just a can of
soup on a shelf at Wal-Mart.
You can’t just pick it up, check
the ingredients and decide
that’s what you want. That
person, made in God’s image,
is multi-faceted, complicated
and beautiful — it does you
and them a disservice to look
at the surface qualities of an
individual and start thinking
about a lifelong commitment.
Subsequently, in the way
that freshman frenzy allows
students to meet new people,
practice getting to know each
other through dating and
participate in fun campus
events, we fully endorse casual frenzying. Use this time
to make mistakes and learn
from them.
However, for those pursuing

it as an avenue to find a
spouse, we respectfully encourage you to manage your
expectations and check
your heart.
Our campus is plagued by
the ideology that you have
to find someone to marry as soon as you can. In a
survey conducted by The
Echo Editorial Board this
past spring, 82% of participants said they felt pressure
to find a life partner during
their college years.
C ount ercultural ly, in
God’s word we find an instruction that it is better to
be single (1 Corinthians 7).
But we do like to pick and
choose Scripture sometimes. After all, 1 Corinthians 13 is much more fun to
read at weddings.
Si n g l e n e ss a t Tay l o r
means pouring into deeper
friendship, acting as a leader on your wing and making
treasured memories of impromptu trips to Wendy’s.
There is freedom in being
uncommitted and there is
joy in the friendship and
service you’re able to give,
both of which are blessings, just as marriage is a
blessing.
Si n g l e n e ss a t Tay l o r
should never insinuate
you’re not desirable or, for
that matter, that you will always be single. Most of us
on this campus are somewhere between 18–22 years
old — it is far too nearsighted to believe that this is the
only time to find a partner
in your — God willing —
long and happy life.
Whether you’re freshman frenzying — or senior
scrambling for that matter
— don’t waste your time
searching high and low for
a spouse. We promise you,
if God wants you to marry
someone, it will be apparent outside of a canoeing
pick-a-date.
Instead, relish in this
uni qu e and w ond er ful
phase of life we’re all in
right now. Have carefree
(and LTC-sanctioned) fun
with the other fantastic
freshmen around you. At
the risk of sounding like
out-of-touch upperclassmen, make this year a freshman friend-zy.
And, if God does show
you that perfect someone,
you have our deepest congratulations as you enter
a new, exciting season of
responsibilities and blessings. But until then, the
grass is greener right where
you’re standing.
echo@taylor.edu

Based on an essay by Virginia Woolf, in 1985, cartoonist Alison Bechdel accidentally
created one of the modern-day
standards for gender discrimination in media in her regular
comic strip.
“The Bechdel Test,” as it
would later be called, started
as a simple joke. Could a movie
possibly hit three seemingly attainable goals?
The movie contains
two women.
The women talk to each other.
The women talk to each
other about something other
than men.
At a glance, the Bechdel test
is quite simple. It’s pass/fail.
Easy.
Unfortunately, it’s a lot harder
to do than you’d think. Some of
our favorite movies — “Guardians of the Galaxy,” “How to
Lose a Guy in 10 Days,” “Shrek”
— fail the Bechdel test.
The relevance of the Bechdel
test has been up for debate, but
honestly, why shouldn’t it be an
easy measurement?
By passing the Bechdel test,
a work shows that it (at least
somewhat) includes a woman’s
view separate from the discussion and approval of men. And,
because the media we consume
tends to shape how we think
about the world, it’s important
to include women in media for
more than what they mean to
men.
The same is applicable across
all forms of media. About two
years ago, I started thinking
about this in the context of the
different music I liked. Surely I’d
want to be supporting women
in music.
According to “Pitchfork,” the
music Bechdel test is modeled
as such:
The song has a woman singing (and singing as themselves
or another woman.)
The song involves another
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Maggie Rogers has spoken prolifically about harassment as a woman in music.

woman, speaks about women
or speaks to women.
The song has a central lyrical
topic or theme that is unrelated to men.
To my shock, I completely failed. The vast majority of
music I listened to was from
men, and most of the women I
listened to were singing about
men.
None of it was necessarily bad, but it missed the mark
for sure. Only listening to one
voice or one narrative in music is just like only listening to
one news source or only hanging out with one type of person
— it’s not necessarily bad on
its own, but leads to a mentality and set of actions that dooms
us for failure.
A 2020 study by USC’s Annenberg Institution Initiative found
that in the top 900 songs of the
last nine years, women comprised 21.6% of all artists, 12.6%

of all songwriters and 2.6% of
all producers. Additionally, less
than 1% of the songs were written by only women.
Even with notable women in music like Beyonce or
Taylor Swift, there isn’t equal
representation in music. How
is it that women can occupy
roughly 50% of the population, but just a fifth of the music industry?
At face value, this can be difficult for certain genres of music.
Men and women’s voices sound
different, and sometimes that
comes across differently, so
genres like rap, metal, country
or indie music might take on a
different tone or vibe with a female voice.
However, that doesn’t mean
there are no women in those
genres that aren’t comparable
to the typical sound you might
enjoy. And on that note, why
should a woman’s singing voice

need to sound like a man’s to be
deemed good enough?
Furthermore, what does it
mean to say you prefer the
sound of a man’s voice in music?
And, truthfully, this is really
only the bar on the floor. The
Bechdel test, in this format,
doesn’t even include music by
people of color and minorities.
There’s no arguing that labels
and the beast referred to as
the “music industry” has been
a culprit to many injustices
against women and artists of
color, but does anything really
change at the top if the consumers don’t change?
It’s really easy to throw on a
daily mix on Spotify and not
think about anything deeper,
but our media consumption
reflects and shapes our hearts.
How are you allowing yourself
to be molded by the music you
listen to?
echo@taylor.edu

From the Archives: Nathan Swartzendruber
Why nobody ain’t dating
nobody — Circa 1997
It’s 10:00 on a Friday night.
Do you know where you are?
If you’re a Taylor student,
chances are you’re not out on
a date. Apparently, this lack of
dating on campus has a number of people upset.
While this anxiety seems
rather odd to me, there are
three simple guidelines which
can help everyone understand this situation.
1. When looking for someone to date, it’s very important to remember that
all stereotypes are perfectly
accurate.
For instance, Bergwall
residents never leave their
rooms, and all Sammy guys
are weird. You don’t trust
these stereotypes?
Consider this example. I

passed a girl going to class,
and she didn’t say “hello” to
me, because she was reading
a book.
I found out that she’s from
Gerig, so obviously everybody in Gerig just studies all
the time.
The problem is that not
everyone is aware of the stereotypes which they should
conform to. Some of those
English girls, in particular,
should stop being so nice
and outgoing and should quiet down a bit so that they can
fit in.
2. The only purpose of dating is finding the person you
are supposed to marry, as
quickly as possible.
Being friends and going out
to have a good time is completely unacceptable. Perhaps
the scope book should list the
ring sizes for all incoming

ladies. This way, a guy can buy
the engagement ring even before asking a girl out and not
waste all that time “getting to
know her.”
Also, people are proud of
the fact that some married
couples met in PROBE. “Some’’
is simply not enough.
3. Taylor students are surprisingly uptight about their
own privacy.
Students seem to think that
their friends are their own
business. This is plainly not
the case.
The ten minutes following
chapel should be set aside
so that new couples may be
introduced.
The DC should be sectioned
into single and non-single
sections so that no one will
waste time getting to know
someone who is already
dating/engaged/married.

Finally, all couples should
wear pins which say “taken,”
“take a number,” or “try again
in a couple of days’ ‘ to clearly
denote their status. It is open
communication, not privacy,
which will solve these dating issues.
[sarcasm oft]
Honestly, dating at Taylor
will not be simple as long as
we are a close community.
Guys won’t suddenly start
to ask girls out, just like girls
won’t suddenly start accepting dates without thinking
further down the road.
Instead of griping about it,
let’s try to bend those stereotypes and show who we really
are: not members of a dorm,
and not even simply students.
We are men and women of
God, and we’re a lot of fun to
watch movies with, too.
echo@taylor.edu

Anything you’d like to add?
Letters to the
Editor
300 word limit
No sources
required
Include your year

Guest Columns
600 word limit
3 local, expert
sources required

All submissions are due Monday at 5 p.m.
The Echo only accepts column submissions from
current faculty, staff and students.
Email your contribution to echo@taylor.edu or
contact Emma Stotz and Claire Nieshalla for more
information,
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‘In the Heights’ celebrates all the dreamers
Anthony Ramos stars
in hidden gem musical
Lucas Bertsche
Staff Writer

Hot off the heels of “Hamilton,” Lin-Manuel Miranda’s charming musical “In the
Heights” premiered on HBO
Max and in theaters this summer, only to be criminally under watched.
The story follows a young
dreamer, Usnavi (Anthony Ramos), who longs to leave his
New York neighborhood and
return to his native Dominican Republic. As he desperately saves every penny to make
his dream a reality, Usnavi’s
life intertwines with fellow romantics: his best friend, Benny
(Corey Hawkins), his childhood
friend back from school, Nina
(Leslie Grace) and his romantic interest, Vanessa (Melissa Barrera.)
The film is an adaptation of
the Broadway musical of the
same name, written by Miranda. While Miranda’s music is
still present, the film is helmed
by “Crazy Rich Asians” director
Jon M. Chu.
To be honest, I’m not a fan of
“Hamilton.” Blasphemy, I know.
“In the Heights,” however, used
that unique music style found
in “Hamilton” and elevated it
with a story and characters I
was actually invested in.
The movie transported me to
a world far different from my

Photograph from ‘In the Heights’

Lin-Manuel Miranda’s musical, “In The Heights,” hit theaters on June 4.

own, to a culture I sadly know
little about. A world filled with
struggle, but also one where
music, dance and laughter are
a part of everyday life. A world
where every little interaction is
filled with witty hip-hop repartee. A world where your dreams
are just an arms length away
and you merely reach out and
seize them.
This film wouldn’t have

Your Spotify Cue
A look into the new
music of September 2021
Hailey Hendricks
A&E Editor

Media is key to the human experience.
Whether that means it is turned
on in the background while doing
homework, the heart of all your
long car rides or a way to connect to others, music influences
our day-to-day lives.
Some classic songs remain vital to routine, but often we find
new songs that tickle our fancy. We tend to hear about a new
song, then go look it up on Spotify,
placing it into our queue list. My
hope for this monthly column is
to find several albums and songs
released within that month that I
think should be on your next Spotify queue.
To kick it off, we are highlighting new releases in the month of
September. This month marked a
great deal of artists renewing their
talents in a new fashion.
Albums
Drake’s “Certified Lover Boy”

Drake’s new album, released
on Sept. 3, is already making
waves in the current music atmosphere. Embedding similar
styles from previous albums, he
offers a similar vibe to previous
albums. In that same breath,
this piece should not be quickly clumped with previous ones
due to the variety of new topics
covered in his music. His lyrics
provide a depth that he is often
well-recognized for, and “Certified Lover Boy” is no exception.
Drake offers a wide variety of
featured voices on the album.
On Billboard Top 100, this album has already had a week
where it stole nine top spots.
I am sure that this album has
many more strong weeks ahead.
Imagine Dragons’ “Mercury—Act 1”
Having the last album release in
2018, Imagine Dragons fans were
definitely ready for the release of
this album on Sept. 3. After only
one listen to the album, I am already in love. This album embeds a mix of techniques old and
new to highlight the talent of this
group. While the whole album

worked if Usnavi wasn’t an interesting character. Thankfully,
Ramos gave an absolute breakout performance, and I couldn’t
help but root for his likeable, yet
fallible hero. He killed it on all
fronts from the music to emotional scenes and comedy.
Barrera’s portrayal of Vanessa
was fantastic too. She created a
layered character who was far
more than just the love interest
reminds me deeply of a mixture of
their previous albums, it still has
enough uniqueness that allows it
to be set apart.
Songs
Ed Sheeran’s “Shivers”
As an avid fan of Ed Sheeran, I
have been waiting for more work
of his. Following his previous release in January 2021 (“Bad Habits”), “Shivers” highlights Sheeran’s
wide vocal range — something
that he is well known for already.
Deemed a love song, Sheeran
provides a relatable experience
through his lyrics, singing, “Put
me back together and take my
heart, I never thought that I could
love this hard.” This song resembles Sheeran’s 2014 song, “Sing,” as
well as his 2017 song, “New Man,”
yet it holds its own ground of being enjoyable to listen to.
Jake Scott’s “Overthinking
(Acoustic)”
While the original version on
this song was released in June,
this song reigns as better as it
highlights Jake Scott’s natural
talents. The slower tempo and
the raw voice highlights the exquisite range of the artist. Additionally, his lyrics are quite
relatable for an overthinker like myself. The lyrics, “I’m

for Usnavi.
Hawkins and Grace made the
most of their supporting roles
as Nina and Benny. Despite
less screen time, they managed to have one of the most
magical scenes in the movie:
a dance number on the side of
a building.
My main gripes with the film
were less about the characters
and music and more with the

pacing and the runtime. The
movie just couldn’t find a way
to perfectly balance its main
characters. Nina got a ton of
screen time in the beginning,
but faded into the background
as the film went on.
Also, sitting at 2 hours and 23
minutes, the film just dragged
in some spots. A few songs
could have been cut or at least
trimmed. If I had to guess, I’d

attribute this to the writers
wanting to keep as much of
the original musical in the film
as possible.
This leads me to the creator
himself, Lin-Manuel Miranda.
Why, Mr. Miranda? Why did you
feel the need to put yourself in
this movie? I get that he is the
writer and star of the original
Broadway show, but come on!
I didn’t need a 5-minute song
with Miranda’s insignificant ice
vendor character singing about
the heat and his shaved ice. I get
it! It’s hot! You don’t have to ruin
the pacing just to tell me that
over and over.
I’m probably overreacting,
but his character just irritated me throughout the whole
movie. He had zero effect on
the plot, and every time he appeared, it pulled me out of the
movie. All I could think was “Oh
look, it’s Lin-Manuel Miranda!”
Overlong rant aside, “In the
Heights” was a really fun and
heartwarming summer movie.
The music was fantastic, and
the characters and themes were
relatable. While it may not have
wholly affected me and stuck
with me like the recent musical
“La La Land,” it still put a smile
on my face as I left the theater.
It’s a shame not many people
went to see it in theaters, but
I hope it finds an audience on
Blu-Ray or streaming.
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

2021 Alumni Art &
Design Exhibition
Metcalf Gallery
Aug. 31 - Oct. 9

Faculty Voice
Recital, Loralee
Songer

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
Sept. 18 @ 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Photograph from ‘“Mercury”

Imagine Dragon releases new album, “Mercury—Act
1,” after several years without a new album.

overthinking about you, replaying every single moment,”
are lines I find myself relating to often. Scott puts these
thoughts eloquently into words
and allows them to be executed behind a raw but beautiful
melody.

September has offered a variety of top hits, having artists take
their well-known talents and
re-envision them. It makes me eager to see what next month has
to offer for these artists as well as
many others.
echo@taylor.edu

Music, Theatre,
and Dance
Showcase

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
Sept. 26 @ 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Kenneth Steinbach
Metcalf Gallery
Oct. 22—Dec. 10

Songer achieves major award in music
Nationally recognized
voice at Taylor
Maddy Newitt
Staff Writer

Assistant professor of music,
Loralee Songer, recently became
a victor of 2021 The American
Prize in Vocal Performance –
Friedrich and Virginia Schorr
Memorial Award.
The award memorializes Virginia Schorr, an educator of studio voice for half a century at
the Manhattan School of Music
and the Hartt School of Music.
The award also recognizes Friedrich Schorr and memorializes him as the most outstanding
Wagnerian baritone of his era,
working in between the World
Wars.
This prize gives recognition
to only the best of the classically trained vocalists in America. Songer happens to be one

of them.
The prize is a prestigious award
that involves rounds of national
competitions in performing arts
where performers get evaluated
by well-known performing artists. Winners also receive a cash
prize.
Songer said she started her
music pursuit as a shy girl with
a lack of confidence. It was not
until the transition to college that
she recognized that the support
she received from her former
choir teachers was authentic. As
a result, she grew in self-recognition that her voice was one of her
greatest assets.
After her confidence grew, her
new educational pursuit developed based on music and vocal
performance. Songer started her
college education at Taylor University and transferred to Ball
State University where she was
encouraged to obtain a doctorate. She later attended graduate

school, and she became a music educator.
After graduate school, at 26
years old, the people involved
in Songer’s life suggested that
she should apply and send her
resume to a significant share of
potential jobs.
While attending her first
voice and choir job, Songer recognized her personal need and
desire to conduct and sing. As
her passion grew for conducting, she requested to teach a
course on it.
Songer believes conducting
is a very significant skill for musicians to have. She holds conducting as a high value on the
list of skills she has, saying it has
made her more marketable in
her industry.
Additionally, Songer cites
three additional vocal performers who she believes are underrated. She highlights them in
her book, “Songs of the Second

Viennese School: A Performer’s
Guide to Selected Solo Vocal
Works,” which informs its audience about the importance of selected solo vocal works by Arnold
Schoenberg, Alban Berg and Anton Webern.
In a press release from Taylor published this summer, Tom
Jones, interim provost, praised
Songer’s abilities as both a performer and professor.
“Dr. Loralee Songer is an exceptional artist and professor
who is committed to the pursuit
of excellence as a vocalist and a
classroom/studio teacher,” said
Jones. “It comes as no surprise to
Dr. Songer’s colleagues and students that she is a recipient of
an award that evaluates, recognizes, and rewards the best performers in the country, and we
are grateful that she is part of our
outstanding Music, Theatre and
Dance Department.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Loralee Songer

Assistant professor of music, Loralee Songer, was awarded
the 2021 American Prize in Vocal Performance.
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Cross country runs well in first invite

12 runners set
personal bests

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Men’s and women’s cross country opened their seasons on Sept.
10 in the annual Indiana Wesleyan
Twilight Invitational. Both teams
saw a plethora of personal bests
as the men’s team came in second
place and the women’s team finished first.
The event contained some of
the strongest programs in the
country, as four top-10 teams
competed in the women’s race
and three in the men’s race.
The women’s team, led by senior Abbey Brennan, easily defeated No. 2 Aquinas.
Brennan, who said her goal
was to break 19 minutes, clocked
a career-best time of 18:39.9, finishing fifth.
“Leading up to the race, I felt really good in practice, and felt like
I was running a lot better than I
have been, so that helped me stay
positive before the race,” Brennan
said. “Going into the last six or
eight hundred (meters) I just told

myself I’m not going to let someone (catch-up) and am going to
try to put myself in the best place.”
Finishing behind Brennan for
the Trojans was sophomore Ahna
VanderWall in seventh place.
Freshman Lynae Ackley finished
at No. 14, and juniors Madeline
Purdom and Brooke Studnicki
finished up the scoring five at No.
24 and 26.
On the men’s side, senior Daniel
Gerber clocked a time of 24:38.9
in the 8k race. Gerber, along with
seniors Alex Helmuth and Derek
Van Prooyen stayed in the front
pack, until Gerber separated himself late. Gerber’s time was the
fifth-best in school history, and
Van Prooyen’s was right behind
as the sixth-best in Taylor history.
“It’s helpful to have your teammates up there with you,” Gerber
said. “We were talking to each other, encouraging each other. You
can kind of gauge your pace and
work together.”
Gerber said as he reached the
final 200 meters, he could see
the leader struggling and gave it
a shot. His final sprint was just
enough.
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Football

9/25 @Olivet Nazarene 7 p.m.

Volleyball

9/22 @Mount Vernon 7 p.m.
9/24 @Saint Francis 7 p.m.
9/25 Grace College 3 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

9/21 Aquinas College 7 p.m.
9/25 Mount Vernon 7 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
9/25 @Mount Vernon 7 p.m.

Men’s Golf

9/24-25 Battle at Blackthorn
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Cross country is off to a promising start.

This senior took home NAIA National Runner of the Week honors
for his performance.
Senior Connor White and junior Josh Harden rounded out
Taylor’s scoring five at No. 23 and
No. 38, respectively.
While the men’s team finished
second behind Indiana Wesleyan,
TU still saw some of the best times
in school history and Head Coach
Quinn White thought it was a
strong day overall for both sides,
and that underclassmen stepped
up in replacing those who graduated from last year.
“Wesleyan ran great,” White

said. “I can’t be upset that they beat
us, because they ran really well. It
was a good start to our year.”
12 of the 16 runners between the
men’s and women’s teams set personal records.
“They were healthy, they
trained well over the summer and
they believed in their gift,” White
said about the high number of
personal bests.
White highlighted that he’s less
concerned about the result and
more concerned with the day-today and believes that it will better
orient his teams for the postseason and key races that come later

in the year.
That focus has shined through
the teams’ “One Word” for the season, which is “present.” This is the
ninth year the team has picked
a single word to guide them
through the year and establish an
overarching goal. White said this
year’s word is intended to drive
the team to be actively engaged
in the current moment.
“Focusing on the here and
now,” White said about the word’s
meaning. “Sure we have end of the
season goals, but take it one day
at a time and enjoy the journey.”
echo@taylor.edu

Women’s Golf

9/24-25 Battle at Blackthorn

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics

Volleyball

9/11 Bethel University W 3-2
9/15 Goshen College W 3-0

Women’s Soccer

9/13 Indiana Kokomo W 7-0
9/15 Georgetown College W 2-0

Men’s Soccer

9/15 Siena Heights L 1-2 (2OT)

Women’s Golf

9/11 Players Club Invitational 3rd

Men’s Golf

9/11 Players Club Invitational 1st

Women’s soccer starts strong
Trojans extend their
undefeated record to 6–0
Conrad Otto
Staff Writer

The Lady Trojans’ soccer team
has seamlessly continued their success from last year into this season, their latest win being against
Georgetown College, winning by a
2-0 score.
The team has many impressive wins, but the most impressive
might just be the win against Lawrence Tech, winning 7-0. Seven separate Trojan players scored a goal.
Five of those seven scores came in
the first half.
This has been their best start
years, having six shutouts in a row.
The last time this happened was in
2008. This is now the second time
starting their season 6-0 since the
2016 season, when they started 9-0.
The team currently ranks fourth in

the NAIA in goals scored.
The Trojans started the season
with ease, beating their first two
opponents 6-0. Sophomore Claire
Massey recorded two goals in the
Asbury match, followed by a key
assist to senior Linli Tu in the other 6-0 win against Saint Xavier
University.
Massey has already made a
huge impact in the impressive
start, scoring her first two goals
of the season in the first match to
kickstart the season.
“I just feel like I have more confidence,” Massey said. “I struggled
mentally last year … Just putting
in the work in the summer, practicing with my sister to get here
has been huge.” She expressed that
this year is the first year in her Taylor tenure that she is fully starting.
Massey’s sister, Riley, is one of
five seniors on the team. She has
also put in a strong start on the
defensive side of the ball, and

scored a goal in the game against
Lawrence Tech, helping the team
win in a dominant fashion.
That defense did not allow a goal
through their opening six games,
and ranks No. 1 in the NAIA in shutouts. Sophomore Hannah Brackenbury has been given well deserved
praise for her defense as a goalie.
The other seniors – Ali Vander
Kolk, Kate Kortenhoeven,Tu and
Erin Teevans have also been huge
parts of the Lady Trojans’ success
this season.
Head Coach Scott Stan has been
impressed with how effective the
seniors have been this season.
“The seniors have really had
some great success this year,” Stan
said. “But it isn’t just the seniors
… really everyone increased their
game. The sophomores have been
getting a lot of minutes. The junior
class has played clutch, along with
the freshman adjusting so well to
the speed of college ball.”

The life of a Taylor athlete
How students balance
sports and school
Enoch Eicher
Staff Writer

Sports, school and social life.
Dealing with two of them is
hard enough, but as Taylor student-athletes have discovered,
they’re expected to juggle all
three.
While some may view the
scholarship money in their accounts and notoriety on campus
and in the media as an advantage to that of the typical Taylor
student, it also comes with its
drawbacks.
Many student-athletes have
morning workouts, classes

during the day and practice in
the afternoon and evening.
No matter what the individual schedule is, all college athletes
will be expected to do strength
and conditioning workouts in addition to team practices.
Additionally, gamedays usually
entail missing numerous classes with some athletes opting to
complete homework on the bus
to ensure that they stay on top of
their academics.
“Staying ahead of your academics really makes a lot of
things easier,” senior soccer player Owen Hardy said. “Especially since that means that during
sports you don’t have any external thoughts lingering in your
head.”

His words were echoed by Golf
Head Coach Cam Andry.
Andry, who coaches both the
men’s and women’s teams, recognizes the challenges his athletes face and tries to be flexible
in letting them manage the different aspects of life as a college student and golfer.
“I attempt to help them see that
learning to balance these different aspects of their lives as student-athletes is in large part what
makes being a student-athlete
such a worthwhile and formative experience,” Andry said. “Is
it difficult? Absolutely. Will they
learn and grow through it? Without a doubt.”
Another aspect that some
athletes are forced to sacrifice is

Photograph by Nicole Ancil

The team celebrating as Head Coach Scott Stan recorded his 400th career win on Sept. 10.

Stan still has the same goals as
last year: to compete for conference championships and national tournament appearances, and
just to excel in having a winning
atmosphere.
Stan also collected his 400th
win as head coach against Lawrence Tech. This milestone
stretches across all levels of the
sport.
Teevans has been a key part of

the success. She has notched six
goals during her start to the season, leading all seniors in goals
made. Things don’t seem to be
slowing down for her.
“I think chemistry on the team
has helped make this season really successful,” Teevans said. “I
am very optimistic about this
season. We have so much depth
in each position, that no matter
who goes on the field, the level of

competition won’t drop.”
Teevans had her most impressive game against IU Kokomo.
She gave them the work, scoring
3 goals to attain a hat trick in an
impressive 7-0 win. Apart from
Teevans, three of five seniors also
scored in the game (Vander Kolk,
Kortenhoeven, Tu), giving IU Kokomo their fourth loss, and the
Trojans their fifth straight win.
echo@taylor.edu

their connection with their wingmates. Free time that is usually
spent playing Spikeball on the
lawn has to be foregone for their
practice, and invitations for latenight drives to fast food restaurants have to be turned down due
to the high amount of sleep that
is necessary for athletes.
This leads to athletes spending less time with their wings and
more time with their teammates.
However, senior cross country runner Abbey Brennan was
quick to dispel the notion that
athletes prefer to spend time
with their teams or in workouts.
“I think that sometimes people think that we aren’t interested
in doing things with the wing and
with friends just because of how
busy we are all the time,” Brennan
said. “But we also really like to be
a part of things.”

Exercising daily takes a physical toll on the body, but it is the
intensely competitive nature of
sport and uncontrollable circumstances that can take a mental toll
on an athlete.
Brennan gave an important reminder about mental health, and
how imperative addressing mental health issues are.
She talked about how a loss
of a family member a year ago
led to her feeling very sad and
low, had impacts on her performance and was something that
she had to balance with her athletic responsibilities.
“While I wasn’t necessarily diagnosed with anxiety or depression, I did have those feelings,”
Brennan said. “I think that even
though not everyone is diagnosed
with something, I think everyone
has hard stuff that they go through

and which should be addressed.”
The athletic department has
taken steps to take care of the
mental health of athletes, including having Kathy Chamberlain
from the university counseling
center come in to address the
teams and sharing with them the
resources available at the campus counseling center.
Athletes have to juggle all of
these things, on top of their training and preparation.
“You know, there are times
when athletes are not able to
do things, hang out with people,
whatever,” Hardy said. “And a
lot of times people misinterpret
these things as the athlete not
wanting to hang out with them,
while the athlete probably has a
game tomorrow, or has to catch
up on homework or sleep early.”
echo@taylor.edu

Hannah Brackenbury

Q u i n n Pa r t a i n
Soccer

Soccer

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Senior
Wheaton, IL
Computer Science
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Year
Hometown
Major

Liverpool

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s T e a m

Josh Zeidan

Funniest Teammate

Miracle

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

(765) 998-7261

Senior
Grand Haven, MI
Mechanical Engineering
Chicago Red Stars
Audrey Grimm
Creed
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